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As a church we have a 

wonderful opportunity.  

God is moving among 

us in powerful and 

beautiful ways.  I hope 

you like all the superla-

tives I am using, but 

this is how strong I feel 

about the current minis-

tries and possible future 

ministries God is creat-

ing.  We have every 

reason to be proud of 

Caswell Springs United 

Methodist Church, but 

God is not done with us 

yet. 

One area of ministry we 

are seeking to strength-

en is music ministry, 

and we have begun the 

process to hire a new 

full-time music minis-

ter.  There is far more 

to this position than just 

leading the choir and 

congregational hymns 

on Sunday morning.  

First and foremost we 

are looking for a person 

who loves Jesus and 

seeks to lead others to 

love Jesus as well.   

We want someone who 

can take God’s music to 

the community and 

make connections with 

the local schools and 

other public places to 

spread God’s word 

through song.  We want 

someone who can use 

music to brighten the 

homes of our shut-ins 

and the sick.  We want 

someone who can help 

plan worship services 

that make people get up 

on Sunday morning 

excited about what they 

will experience.  We 

want someone who can 

support existing and 

develop new age level 

music ministries.  We 

are seeking this kind of 

a ministry because mu-

sic is such a powerful 

medium for sharing the 

good news of Jesus 

Christ. 

In a recent sermon, 

Rev. H. W. Parker stat-

ed a biblical teaching in 

this way, “Nothing 

comes down until 

something goes up.”  

This is sound biblical 

teaching, so if we want 

God’s direction to 

“come down” we must 

first send “up” our 

prayers. 

In order to find the 

person of God’s 

choosing for music 

ministry and in order 

for us to have unity in 

seeking God’s will, I 

am calling the church 

to a time of prayer and 

fasting.  From the first 

Sunday in February to 

Easter Sunday, choose 

a fast that God gives 

you (whether it is giv-

ing up sugar, skipping 

a meal a day, etc. does 

not matter).   

There really is not fast 

way to finding God, 

but a fast is one way to 

find God.  Contrary to 

what many people 

think, a fast is not 

about giving up some-

thing.  Fasting is about 

taking up something.  

That something is 

prayer.  So as you fast, 

at least once a day 

along with your other 

prayers for the church 
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pray this: 

Lord Jesus, remove 

from my life anything 

you do not want me to 

have and place in my 

life anything I do not 

have that you want me 

to have.  Please, bring 

the unity of your vision 

to our church.  Provide 

for our every need.  

Help us to reach the 

lost.  Help us to provide 

for those in need.  Send 

us the minister of music 

of your choosing.  Make 

us the most obedient our 

church has ever been in 

our history and help us 

to grow in obedience 

every year to come until 

Christ comes in final 

victory.  In Jesus name, 

Amen. 

Sending up this kind of 

prayer will surely send 

down the power of 

God’s Holy Spirit 

among us.  Don’t be 

afraid of what the future 

holds.  Cry out to Jesus 

and he will show us the 

way.   

Because of His Extrava-

gant Grace.  Brian 

Rev. Brian F. Scott 
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miah was called to serve God 
when he was just a child.  He of-
ten argued with God and thought 
he was too young and inexperi-
enced.  God told him age and 
experience did not matter; God's 
presence did!   

 

 

We are having a BLAST in Rotation Sunday 
school!  Come join us!!   
In our unit this rotation we are 
studying "People Who Made a 
Difference."  We have been look-
ing into the lives of four very dif-
ferent people in the Bible.  From 
the Old Testament we are study-
ing Deborah and Jeremiah.  Deb-
orah was a well respected wom-
an who held the position of judge 
at a time when women were not 
often in places of authority.  Jere-

"People Who Made a 

Difference."   

In science class we are learning 
about the Woman at the 
Well.  Through the Woman at the 
Well the children discovered how 
Jesus will change our life forev-
er.  They learned that Jesus is 
the Living Water and through Him 
you will never thirst 
again.  The Woman at the Well did 
not look like other women from her 
village.  However, the people be-
lieved in Him because of her testi-
mony. This point is illustrated in a 
science experiment where milk 
changes color.  The children were 
given milk, food coloring, and 

straws.  Of course straight out of the 
carton milk is easily recognized as 
milk.  Add a little blue or green food 
coloring and you have to ponder...Do 
I really want to drink 
that?  Taste it and you know 
that it is still milk no matter 
the color.  The children be-
lieved it was the same milk 
even though it looked differ-
ent. They were able to 
share that whatever hap-
pens in life Jesus is there 
for us to drink up the Living 
Water. 

. . . . .and the Woman at the Well.    

power and authority to do any-
thing.  He knew that if Jesus 
said that his servant would be 
healed that it would be so.  The 
Centurion did not need any sign 
or confirmation. 

We are having a feast fit for Ro-
man royalty in cooking 
class!  The table is set with our 
finest china and there are all 
kinds of food--roasted chicken, 
veggies, fruits, cheeses, and 
bread!  Here we are learning 
about the Centurion.  As a sol-
dier he understood power and 
authority.  Although he was a 
Gentile, he knew Jesus had the 

From the New Testament we are studying the 
Centurion . . . .  . 

Jesus and the woman at the well 

ROTATION SUNDAY SCHOOL 



12 Signs of a Spiritual Awakening ( from an unknown 12-step source) 

1.  An increased tendency to let things 
happen rather than make them hap-
pen. 

2.  Frequent attacks of smiling. 

 3.  Feelings of being connected with 
others and nature. 

4.  Frequent overwhelming episodes of 
appreciation. 

 5.  A tendency to think and act spon-
taneously rather than from fears based 
on past experience. 

 6.  An unmistakable ability to enjoy 
each moment. 

 7.  A loss of ability to worry. 

 8.  A loss of interest in conflict. 

 9.  A loss of interest in interpreting the 
actions of others. 

 10.  A loss of interest in judging others. 

 11.  A loss of interest in judging self. 

 12.  Gaining the ability to love without 
expecting anything in return. 

“Balance, Direction and  
Clarity” 

As we say goodbye to a year now past, and hello to a brand new year we can look forward to it with a 
sense of anticipation of what God has in store for us.   

Jesus wanted His disciples to care for the poor and needy, and to do what ever good they could for oth-
ers.  Let us do no less.   

We have been able to help with seven different needs this past month, as well as giving out a lot of food 
from the pantry. 

His Way ministry is still being a blessing to both the recipients and to the workers.  Thank you so much 
for all that is done for missions.   

       In Christian Love,  The Mission Committee 

Mission Report 

to think we cannot make a difference 
against such obstacles. Volunteering 
will show this to be untrue. You will 
find you can and will make a difference 
in others life. A kind word and a 

friendly face can mean so much to a 
shut in. Can you remember a time in 
your life when you were uplifted by 
someone else’s kindness? Receive a 
blessing and volunteer. We have so 
many areas in our Church where you 
can make a difference. This small group 
of volunteers for His Way has served a 
total of 23,798 meals since its incep-
tion. What a difference this has made! 

His Way Ministry  
has been a blessing to the community 
and to those who volunteer. In fact, if 
you ask the volunteers, you will hear 
repeatedly they receive a far greater 
blessing than those receiving the food 
and visit. While the food is important, 
often times the visit means so much 
more to those receiving the meal. Many 
of our recipients tell us we are the only 
visitors they receive. There is much 
need in our community. Sometimes we 
become overwhelmed with the needs of 
those less fortunate than us. We tend 

A kind word and a friendly face 

can mean so much to a shut in.  
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Avis Cumbest  



Are we teaching our children to rely on Him?  Sometimes we forget to pray first, then listen for guidance.  In children's church, 
we have been learning about prayer and being thankful for what God has blessed us with.  He is God and is always in control, 
just remember to take the time to let Him lead you. 
 
Verse: He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes – Matthew 14:19 
Activities to help apply the scripture: 

 Fish shape or bread shapes. Give the kids scissors and let them cut the paper bread/fish up. Discuss how when Jesus did this            

        the quantity grew. 

 Bring pillows for the kids to pretend to sleep on. We need to both eat and rest as we aren’t God. Only God can go without  

        food and He never sleeps. 

 Pretend dishes (but no food). Discuss how we are often hungry and how God uses our hunger to remind us how we are de 

        pendent on Him for our food. 

 Pretend food. Discuss how God is the Provider of all of our needs. 

 Bring a goldfish in a bowl or a bag for the kids to look at (and feed, if you don’t mind killing the fish). Discuss the miracle  

        that Jesus did in how He used small fish to feed people! 

 Eat red Swedish candy fish for snack. Ask the kids if one candy is enough. Talk about how Jesus took what wasn’t “enough”  

        and multiplied it so that all were satisfied. 

Ask the kids to come up with a list of things that God provides for them. 

    
Every few months, I receive the Children's Ministry Magazine, which usually has reviews for upcoming video games, movies and 
albums, so I will start passing on the information. 
  

 Disney is coming out with a new show called, Austin & Ally.  This show is closely comparable to Nickelodeon's I Carly.  Ally is a 
songwriter, and very shy.  Austin "borrows" one of her songs, records it, and posts it online.  He become and overnight inter-
net sensation.  This show is geared more for preteens and teens. 

  www.YOURSPHERE.COM This is a kids-only social network site, that is geared for kids and preteens.  This site is a blast! 
It offers blogging, hundreds of games, prizes, contests, and even a scholarship program.  Online safety is this site's #1 priori-
ty.  Parents can view everything their child posts or views. 

  The 39 Clues: Cahills vs. Vespers- Books 1 and 2 are already available, with book 3 coming out in April.  It's Mission Impossi-
ble meets National treasure for preteens, and they will not be able to put the book down.  Many spy, mystery, and secret 
map adventures! 

  The Lorax comes out in March, and we are counting down the days.  It captures the wonder and color of Dr. Seuss, and will 
spark conversations about the environment!  The Lorax is created by Universal, so look for some jokes to hit the edge of the 
PG rating. 

  Star Wars: The Old Republic is a new online Star Wars game, which is a massive multiplayer online game experience.  Cau-
tion: Preteens who love anything Star Wars will want this game, but it is not age-appropriate.  It is rated T, mostly for vio-
lence.  Chat between players can be turned off, but not censored.  This game should be for teens older than 13. 

 If you ever have any reviews on any kid, preteen, or teen entertainment that you would like to add to the newsletter, please let 
me know. 
  
Thank you,  
Amy French 
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Jesus proved He is God by feeding the crowd. 
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http://www.YOURSPHERE.COM


Community of Hope begins 2012 with GREAT news!  We were blessed to receive a generous do-
nation from the Jackson County Multisport Club in the amount of $4500.00 from the proceeds of 
the Hurley Hustle.  A member of our church generously presented us with a “Christmas Jar” filled 
with coins that had been saved all year.  We are blessed to be a part of this great community.  In 
December we logged a total of 627 volunteer hours, utilizing over 15 volunteers at 13 different 
project sites.  God is good, and we are honored to be doing his work every day!   

A huge blessing was bestowed upon the COH volunteers as well as a family in George County who 
desperately needed a roof repair.  One morning in December, eight adult volunteers and two kids 
started out to repair a part of the roof on a home in Lucedale (this was one of our very first re-
quests), but we only had enough material, tar, roofing and nails etc. for part of the roof.  This roof 
has had a blue tarp on it for many years, and it was leaking though the tarp.  We also needed to add 
some siding to one small area of the home to cover an open area left behind from tearing a room 
down that had been damaged beyond repair from the water damage.   

After a couple of hours of work the team collectively decided they should do the entire roof and 
that somehow we would make the materials work and if we ran out it would be dealt with at that 
time.  In other words there was no plan past the original task of repairing just the worst area of the 
roof.  When we finished there was no roofing left, no tar, just a few nails, and no blue tarp any-
more!  Most importantly, no one was hurt and the look on the face of the homeowners was the best 
Christmas present any of us will receive. The homeowners declared this would be their best Christ-
mas present, and they no longer had to deal with the embarrassment of a blue tarp and having cans 
and buckets placed around the home to catch the rain water.  This is an example of how God is 
working in our ministry and right here in our community! 

 

With the arrival of 2012, COH begins its new year with an abundance of clients to serve, home sites to assess, construction projects to com-
plete, and volunteers waiting to utilize their skills.  With such an increase in the client caseload, more NOMADS, along with their travel 
trailers, have converged on the CSUMC "campground" to set up home and work alongside Marley and Nancy and the other COH volun-
teers.  In addition to the Hopes and the Harveys who’ve settled in, we offer a warm welcome to the following NOMAD volunteers:  

Darrell and Mary Weatherford from Commerce, GA ,       Don Guy from Zachary, LA  ,        Don and Lillian Thomson from Cavalier, ND 

 

We are delighted this month to share the backgrounds of Shirley and Paul Hope.  Originally from Ottuwa, Iowa, they have a varied back-
ground in service through their volunteer experience with the American Red Cross, the NOMADS, and now Community of Hope.  The 
Hopes have worked in Texas, Louisiana, Iowa, Mississippi, and even Mexico volunteering their time and skills.  From church construction to 
home construction, from building decks and wheelchair ramps, and even cutting down trees after Hurricane Katrina, the Hopes are consid-
ered "Jacks of all Trades."  They do whatever needs to be done for the Community of Hope team.   

 
Shirley is a retired retail manager for a wholesale electronics company, while Paul is a retired automotive technology instructor from Indian 
Hills Community College.  It is because of their backgrounds and twelve years of volunteer experience that Marley Walker has asked them to 
fill the role of onsite managers for Community of Hope.  In this role, they will assess the overall scope of the job, determine what materials 
are needed to complete the project, purchase supplies, and arrange for delivery.  In addition to the initial assessment, they both enjoy working 
with their hands.  From swinging a hammer to picking up a paint brush, the Hopes say every job is different.  They enjoy meeting new peo-
ple and sharing God's love.  For them working alongside or for the clients is the greatest blessing.  According to them, many of the clients 
include the elderly and widows who are not physically able to perform the task of general home repair of upkeep. 

 
The Hopes begin each day at 7:00am and conclude around 4:00 or 5:00.  They work five to six days per week for Community of Hope, and 
their favorite task is home repair.  For them, extending a helping hand is what Community of Hope is all about.  In addition, to their specific 
tasks of the day, volunteering has allowed them to see our great country, meet new people, and escape the cold winters of Iowa.  Shirley and 
Paul plan to work with Community of Hope for the next four to five months and then return home to see their families.   They share that 
their two daughters are very supportive of the work they have chosen to do.  As Shirley indicated, they have been very blessed throughout 
their lives, and they want to give back and make a difference to others through Community of Hope. 

 

As Shirley and Paul assist in the capacity of on-site managers, this will allow Marley and Nancy more time to meet with new clients, return 
telephone calls, meet with other local churches, and recruit new volunteers, and work on the administrative tasks involved with keeping COH 
running.  We are growing each day, and we are thankful for the financial and volunteer support from the members of CSUMC.  Thanks for 
being a part of our team!  God Bless~   COH 

Community of Hope:  New Year – New Faces! 
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George County roof repair: Ethan Scott, 
Randon Watts, Dusty Watts, Marley 
Walker, Noah Scott, Jim Belcher Ray-
leigh Watts , Shirley Hope, Paul Hope, 
Nancy Walker, Hank & Dawn Harvey. 
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1 Harry & Marcia Goff 

4 Scott & Barbara Stephenson 

5 Shannon & Mandy Goff 

6 Rustin & Keisha Porter 

11 Don & Betty Glamann 

14 Gary Wayne & Linda Cumbest 
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01 Ramsay McCarra 

01 Wesleigh Watkins 

01 Wyatt Watkins 

01 Loni Fagan 

02 Isaiah Scott 

02 Lisa Holder 

03 Elaine Parker 

04 Bryce Jackson 

05 Bobby Goldman 

05 Jeff Davis 

05 Josh Shouse 

06 Kenny Parker 

06 Heather Seymour 

06 E.J. Hamrick 

06 Heather Webb 

06 Erin Fagan 

07 Terry Adkison 

10 Pam Sward 

10 Wendy Hathcock 

10 Nell Holder 

11 Jamie Buxton 

11 Carroll Rockwell 

11 Chris Watkins 

11 Jessie Lacy 

12 Jason Pugh 

13 Roy Goff 

13 Marie Ingram 

15 Noah Goff 

15 Bessie Hamilton 

15 Vince Smith 

15 Sara Carter 

16 Patricia Goff 

16 Larry Pierce 

18 Jerald Goff 

18 George Knight 

19 Trey Gerrish  

19 Norilyn Cumbest 

20 Jason Sims 

20 Gary Allgood 

21 Heather White 

21 Kelly Goff 

22 Kip Grantham 

22 Alma Stewart 

23 Myrlene Shemper 

23 Stephanie Crump 

23 Myrl Goff 

24 Lorri Freeman 

24 Maria Stockman 

24 Dobin Parker 

24 Kirk Miles 

25 Gracie Seymour 

26 Paula Goff 

26 Callie Sims 

27 Madison Holder 

28 Jordan Buxton 
 

16 Gary & Cheryl Ann Allgood 

17 Jessie & Peggy Davis 

18 Roy & Mandy Goff 

19 Jamie &Elaine Webb 

24 Anthony & Glenda Stewart 
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4:30 pm Administrative 
Board  

February 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
5:30pm Supper 

6:30pm Activities 

2 
5:30 am Men’s 
Prayer Group 

3 4 

5 6 7 
His Way 

8 

5:30pm Supper 

6:30pm Activities 

 

9 
5:30 am Men’s 
Prayer Group 

6:00pm Trus-
tees Meeting 

10 11 

12 
4:30 pm 

Administrative 
Board 

13 14 15 
5:30pm Supper 

6:30pm Activities 

16 
5:30 am Men’s 
Prayer Group 

17 18 

19 20 21 
His Way 

22 
 

23 
5:30 am Men’s 
Prayer Group 

24 25 
Boy Scouts 

Pancake  

Breakfast 

 

26 27 28 
His Way 

29 
5:30pm Supper 

6:30pm Activities 

   

Happy 
Valentines 

Day 

5:30pm Supper 

No Children’s Activities  

Everyone encouraged  
to attend 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Service at 6:30pm 
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Sunday, Feb 12 Skate Party at Planet Skate in Escatawpa from 5-7pm.  It is free for all children, so please bring a 
friend.  We will serve pizza, chips, and drinks.  If you need a ride please, be at the church by 4:45.  Parents, if you would 
like to join us, we would be glad to have you come along! Please contact Amy French for any questions. 
  
Wednesday Night Children's Program is in need of teachers for the quarter beginning in March.  We will not have class 
during spring break and other holidays.  If you are interested, but would like someone to sub a few classes, please see 
Amy French.   
  
Feb. 19 Children's Choir and Puppet Team practice will resume at 6pm. 
 

Feb. 19 Children's Mission Team will resume at 6pm. 

 
Feb. 22 We will not have Children's Wednesday night activities due to Ash Wednesday services. 
  
 
  

Children’s Activity Schedule . . . . . 

Tithing Statements have been sent out through the mail.   


